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Call for papers 

 
6th International Congress of AIFRIS from 7th to 10th of July  2015 

 In ISSSP - Porto  
 

The rising precariousness: which social interventions? 
 

The innovation and technological progress paradigms prevail in a world in which the 
economy, dominated by finance and subduing the political, increasingly deepens the 
inequalities. 
The firms must constantly adapt and demand more efficacy, more flexibility and mobility from 
their workers at the expense of a growing structural unemployment. 
If the condition of many workers is not enviable, that of the unemployed and of the people in 
vulnerability situations becomes dramatic, since the Nation- states, equally subdued by the 
logics of the market, orchestrate massive cuts in social policies. 
This social, political and economic context alters the social bond and provides a fertile 
ground for generalised poverty and the rise of extremist movements. 
These transformations place social workers under severe strain. On the one hand, they are 
the first to hear the appeals, to witness the suffering of those affected by these social 
mutations, to lead them not only to better understand what is at stake, but also to face and 
overcome powerful constraints. 
On the other hand, they have to respond to growing demands of efficacy and performance 
assessment, in a context of limited budgets at all levels, of privatisation of public 
responsibility and commodification of services. 
The prevalence of management practices as an end in itself generates violence within 
organisations and society as a whole. This is reflected, among other things, in the increasing 
number of tasks, the accelerated pace of work, the implementation of assessment tools 
based on bureaucratic criteria, the reduction of resources invested in the practice 
investigation, the homogeneity of people’s or groups’ paths, and a strong tendency to hold 
individuals responsible for the privations they are experiencing. 
This congress aims to be a place for reflection and debate about the meaning, the 
challenges and the intervention strategies of social work in this context of precariousness 
and multiple constraints. 
The respect for the value and dignity of the human being, the objective of a fairer, more 
cohesive society constitute some of the grounds of social work. Their implementation is not 
possible without articulating different types of complex knowledge. How to interweave 
theoretical knowledge, methodological knowledge, know-how and practical knowledge? 
What place to attribute to creativity of action, of cunning, to the detour art and to other “arts of 
doing”?  
What changes can social work generate? Will there be motives or conditions which will 
enable community practice to regain its strength? How to promote initiatives with collective 
purposes, aiming to develop the vulnerable communities range of action and, more broadly, 
to activate the social bond, solidarity and citizenship? 
How to avoid that the social worker practice is reduced to the mere execution of tasks or 
prescriptions? How to make practice more reflexive? How to reinvent or even reenchant it? 
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Axis 1: Political and social-economic genesis of the proliferation of precariousness: 
challenges for social intervention 
 
The aim here is to explore how the current economic and social dynamics, as well as 
changes in public policies, contribute to the proliferation of insecurities and simultaneously 
weigh on the practical social intervention. 
What are the consequences of these developments on the opportunities for socially 
vulnerable populations in education, employment, housing, health, etc.., as well as on their 
conditions and lifestyles? 
Do these developments affect the logical management of organizations where the 
professionals of social intervention work? How do they influence their interpretation of social 
problems? Could they compromise the realization of fundamental values of social work with 
democratic purposes, such as social justice and solidarity? Does that cause any changes in 
practice? What are their impacts on training and research in the field of social intervention? 
Are we witnessing a restructuring of social intervention, identity and status of social workers? 
Are we part of it? Are we promoting it? What challenges do they pose to professional 
organizations? 
 
Axis 2: The creativity of practices in situations in which social intervenients have 
limited power 
 
The expected contributions for this axis will focus on intervention methods addressing 
specific concerns, on the arts used by professionals, on how they mobilize to resist the 
individualisation of problems and on solutions to engage the vulnerable public in the 
interventions that are intended for them, to prevent that the standardization and routine of 
practices invalidate establishing relationships with vulnerable individuals, to create genuine 
partnerships between professionals, institutions and users of services. 
What are the experiences, knowledge and places of exchange that allow researchers, 
trainers and social workers to continue to mobilize? How to avoid compromising the 
democratic foundations of social intervention and treating people as if they were responsible 
for the vulnerabilities that affect them? How to avoid marginalization or exclusion of the 
service users from the decision-making processes that concern them? How to avoid 
perpetuating the dominations that constrain them? How to defeat the logic of fragmentation 
and reduction of their needs?  
The arts of cunning and flexible thinking to face constraints can be evoked here: means to 
resist, new forms of commitment, know-how and the knowledge of dealing with adversity ... 
How to boost the skills of current practitioners so that they can further protect their 
professional identity? How to prepare future professionals to prevent them from becoming 
mere executors of institutional requirements? 
 
Axis 3: Reinventing community social intervention to reinforce social ties and develop 
citizenship 
 
This axis should allow participants to conduct discussions and exchange ideas about 
community-based actions, their design, implementation / testing and evaluation. This is an 
opportunity to discuss the importance of research-action and other methodologies focused 
on the promotion of collective action, the development of empowerment of vulnerable public 
and involvement of professionals and organizations upon which the social development and 
the reduction of inequalities depend. 
What modes of action should be prioritized so that professionals and decision makers take a 
concerted theoretically-grounded reading of the problems that require social intervention? 
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How can the dynamics of organizations be influenced? How can all institutional actors - 
professionals, administrators and policy makers - be engaged in a logic of innovation and 
empowerment in order not to hold vulnerable populations fully responsible but to create new 
forms of partnership between citizens and public authorities? How can policy makers be 
convinced of the need for research in social work? What should be done so that vulnerable 
populations can be regarded as privileged interlocutors, able to unite and intervene? What 
devices could be created so that the recipients of social intervention could be involved in the 
evaluation of the interventions? What actions could be promoted? Which actors could be 
involved to prevent that the economic vulnerability destroys social ties and doesn’t 
emphasize the symbolic devaluation? What is the role of training in community social 
intervention nowadays? Is there a need to rethink training in this area? 
 
 
Response to the call for papers  
 
The AIFRIS Congress will welcome papers from researchers, educators and professionals in 
the field of social work or educational action. 
 
In order to diversify the approaches, the authors must choose between the three axes, and 
between two forms of communication: communication presented related to investigation or 
innovation in pedagogy or social intervention or holding a forum. 
 
The evaluation criteria are similar, but the materials presented may differ from field data and 
bibliography on the one hand, to data from experiments on the other. In case of choosing to 
hold a forum, the project must indicate the theme or subject matter in the same format as a 
presentation. 
 
To promote access to the presentation, the Permanent Scientific Committee is available to 
accompany the person or team of people, if they wish so, in the formalization of the 
presentation. 
 
The proposals must be exclusively done in French online on the AIFRIS website (aifris.eu), 
before the March 2nd, 2015 (the instructions are available on the website). Evaluations 
will be carried out by the Scientific Committee and will be communicated by email, about a 
month after the full proposal was submitted. 
 
The proposal shall contain a maximum of 4000 characters including spaces and be 
integrated into the framework provided for this purpose on the website. This proposal is an 
abstract, which, if accepted, will be published in the proceedings before the congress, printed 
and communicated to all participants and distributed in 600 copies. These abstracts will be 
publish on the site, as those of previous congresses (cf. aifris.eu.). The proposal is 
accompanied by a bibliography of up to 2,000 characters and a short biography of the 
author(s) up to 300 characters. 
 
The presentation may be given by a team of up to 3 people, but regardless of the number of 
participants, the time is 20 minutes per presentation. A person may submit a maximum of 
two presentations alone or as a team. Each workshop session (1:30) comprises three 
presentations. 
 
A forum brings together more people than a workshop, it is focused on a question supplied 
by the moderators in a brief introduction to the debate (maximum 20 minutes), then open to 
all participants in the total of 1 h30. 
 
All persons wishing to participate in the congress (authors and co-authors) must first create 
an account on the aifris.eu site.  
People who already have an account in the database are invited to complete the missing 
information. 
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The AIFRIS aims to make visible the works related to research and innovation of social 
intervention in French. All authors should therefore submit the full text of the presentation, 
between 8000 and 10 000 characters, in text format, on the site before June 5. It will be 
immediately available online for public access especially for congressmen and those in 
charge of the workshops. 
 
All participants will have the opportunity to submit an abstract in the English language of 50 
to 100 words so that presentation is identifiable by search engines using English. For those 
who wish, the AIFRIS can ensure the translation of an abstract in French of the same length, 
comprising the essential keywords.  
All authors must be registered and have paid their registration fee before June 5. 
 
For the smooth and effective running of the congress and of the online registration process, 
the speakers, whose proposals have been accepted, but that haven’t fulfilled all the 
requirements (final text, payment of the registration fee) will see their proposals cancelled 
and removed from the proceedings. They will not be able to make their presentations in the 
congress. 
 
There will be no printed publication of the conference proceedings, but speakers who wish to 
make public a larger article (about 30 000 characters) before or after the congress, can do so 
online through the same process. The article in PDF will complete the final product and may 
be read instantly online. 
 
In addition to this article in French published on the site in PDF format, every speaker will 
have the opportunity to publish another item in PDF format, in the language of their choice. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 


