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Abstract

Over the past decades, it has been recognized that social work has contributed to the oppression
and marginalization of Indigenous peoples, particularly through its participation in various
assimilative policies. Solutions proposed or imposed by the dominant society do not meet the
increasingly complex needs of Indigenous peoples and have not had a significant impact on their
well-being.

Researchers across Canada and internationally recognize the importance of incorporating
Indigenous worldviews and knowledge into professional practice. In order to achieve this, a
growing number of universities have begun to reflect on how to “indigenize” their academic
environments. In pursuit of this goal, the School of Social Work and Criminology at Laval
University has decided to develop a course entitled Social Work in Indigenous Contexts. This
presentation will outline the process of co-construction and development of this course, which is
based on the participation of fifty (50) professionals and "experts by experience" (Elders,
Indigenous social workers and stakeholders, Indigenous students and non-Indigenous social
workers in Indigenous organizations). We will detail the consultative process that took place, and
then explain how the worldviews of the participants were integrated into the various course
modules. Finally, we will highlight the relevance of integrating First Nations and Inuit experience
and expertise into the training curriculum of future social work professionals.
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