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“Crises, governance, sustainable development:  
how do they relate to social intervention?” 
 
Crises, change   
The succession of crises, which have occurred since the 1970s and the more recent 
financial crisis seem to indicate that a page of modern history has turned and 
change is underway.  With the rise of neo-liberalism on the one hand and ecological 
and alternative movements on the other, socioeconomic measures and regulations 
are thrown into question.  This complex transformation (environmental, economic, 
political, social, cultural, family, personal) calls into question the socio-democratic 
State, the cost of social bureaucracies, and the institutional foundations of public 
intervention.  These areas of uncertainty also provide a forum for the redefinition of 
social intervention.    
  
 
Governance and sustainable development 
Modes of governance and sustainable development include a host of analyses, 
methods and visions, which seek to address these various crises.  These two 
notions, which must be reconsidered, influence social relations and regulatory 
modes.  The challenges are many: the appearance of new methods of cooperation 
and the strategic management of human systems, local social development, the 
development of local solidarity, new cultures, new economies, the promotion of 
human potential and the preservation of the planet.  
 
Relations to social intervention 
In light of these challenges, the effectiveness, rationality and legitimacy of socio-
educational interventions are being seriously questioned by the State, social 
movements, and the professionals themselves, as well as end users.  Under the 
circumstances, professionals resist, adapt, innovate.  We hypothesize that 
governance and sustainable development give rise to theories, methods, 
pedagogical approaches and practices.  It is a matter of studying their conditions 
and effects on modes of socio-educational intervention.   
  
This 4th AIFRIS convention seeks to contribute to the debate by addressing three 
facets: 
⁃ Axis 1: Public action: ideologies and players 
⁃ Axis 2: Repositories, competencies, methods, tools 
⁃ Axis 3: Research, practices and field experience 
 
Axis 1 Public action: ideologies and players:   
The scope of successive crises, structural changes as well as the social risks, which 
they either generate or accentuate, help to underscore the crucial role of politics 



and social intervention.  In order to meet the socio-economic challenges while 
adapting to budgetary restrictions and redistribution choices, public action is 
undergoing profound changes: internationalization and the dissemination of new 
forms of public management, decentralization and subsidiarity, public-private 
partnerships, the reaffirmation of an increasingly prescriptive State…    
Concurrently, sustainable development’s political repository is disseminated, 
combining economic attractiveness, the preservation of resources and social justice.  
This new reference must be addressed in a contextual manner.  In both countries of 
the “North” and the “South”, the contribution of social policies to the organization of 
sustainable communal living must be further called into question.  Therefore, in the 
case of current crises, we would like to examine how sustainable development fits 
with a new ideology permeating social intervention. 
    
Cognitive and normative benchmarks, which guide public action are undergoing 
profound transformations.  Thus, in the social sphere, public policies now tend to 
target the underprivileged, activation expenditures, and social and territorial 
cohesion strategies.    
These orientations also call on new forms of governance and coordination.  They 
now involve many players on a variety of levels (international, national, local…) as 
well as different statuses (public/private, profit/non-profit…)   
At this point, it becomes appropriate to question new forms of institutionalization of 
social issues and better grasp their relationship with the managerial paradigm, the 
sanitization of social problems, the issue of safety and risk management, and the 
future of new generations. 
Contributions will look at how, within this new framework, social policies and the 
implementation of social measures can be criticized, supported, and give rise to 
innovations.    
Are we witnessing the creation of new democratic areas in the development and 
implementation of policies…of new forms of social justice? 
How is today’s voluntary non-profit sector likely to constitute an alternative to social 
treatment by the legally constituted State?   
Or does the domination of the private sector and commercial logic in “for-profit” 
sectors leave room for the public and association sectors?   
Papers can either focus on specific examples and thematic analyses, or on a more 
global vision of logics at work.   
 
Axis 2 – Repositories, competencies, methods, tools 
Crises have given rise to new modes of governance and sustainable development, 
which contribute to the evolution of social work and social work training.   
In terms of social management, the evolution is clear.  On the one hand, we have 
gone from empirical forms of organization and management to structured models 
that seek to formalize, rationalize, and reinforce standards, coherence and 
performance.  Today, within the framework of dense and complex systems, we note 
the proliferation of procedural measures involving individuals and groups, which 
tend to legitimize socio-educational action: various repositories, evaluation of 
quality or quality approach, etc.    
On the other hand, within the framework of European policies promoting life-long 
education, the training field — notably in social work — is in the throes of profound 



change whose purpose is to enable individuals to increase their employability, 
favour equal opportunity, and reinforce the right to training and education for all.  
Concurrently, the recognition of experience (through the validation of acquired 
experience, for example) modifies access to training and qualification.    
Crises require us to be innovative and reactive, with short-term solutions, while 
sustainable development makes it essential for us to think and act with a long-term 
view.    
Can new modes of governance favour interaction between these two often 
contradictory imperatives?   
How can the pertinence of emerging repositories, competencies, methods and tools 
be evaluated?  Could they possible stiffle creativity, experimentation and innovative 
practices?  To what extent do they help promote the wellbeing and dignity of 
persons and social justice?   
Could new ways of managing the social sphere by focusing only on technical data 
limit us to prescribed objectives that fail to take into account the singularity, 
fragility and unpredictability of human action?   
In addition to the debate surrounding competencies, there is the issue of 
recognition methods for vulnerable individuals and groups with whom social 
interveners work. 
How can their know-how, skills and achievements be showcased?   
How can we help them with the many difficulties they face, taking into account 
institutional, political, economic and social conditions and pressures as well as the 
psychosocial processes involved?    
Within the framework of social work training and practice, how can you deal with 
such different challenges, theories, players, values…without idealisation, resignation 
or diluting reality?   
How can you respond to urgent and specific cases, while seeking to energize the 
parties involved, to strengthen their ability to act as well as their handle on reality?   
Contributions submitted under Axis 2 should address these issues within the 
framework of the convention’s theme.    
 
Axis 3 – Research, practices and field experience  
In a crisis, the uncertainties of social work are more numerous and where social 
interveners are concerned, they tend to be characterized by a loss of meaning and 
the development of paradoxical injunctions. If we consider trials as inherent to any 
human journey, seeking to suppress crises would appear to be illusory at best; this 
applies to social interventions as well.    
Still, crises can also present opportunities for trying out alternative and innovative 
avenues for breaking deadlocks and giving new meaning to social intervention.     
In this complex and ambivalent context, various questions arise. These will be dealt 
with in Axis 3.    
What can you do when facing a multifactorial situation involving individuals, groups 
and communities?    
How can you work with these various players, help them to better grasp the 
complexity and find avenues for resolution?   
How can you train and mobilize social workers to come up with innovative forms of 
intervention where relations are tenuous?   
What resources are available to them for dealing with emergencies, powerlessness 



and stress?    
How can they develop their expertise and retain their humane values?   
How can practices be rendered “sustainable” in a crisis?    
How can individuals or communities in trouble reconcile their concerns for 
subsistence with issues of sustainable development?    
How can you reconcile political times, interveners and end-users?   
How can you enhance acquired experience, tap into citizen competence and critical 
thinking with regards to governance and social intervention?   
Here, we are seeking reflective contributions dealing with experiences and research 
on individual, group and community interventions relating to new modes of 
governance and sustainable development.    
These contributions can deal with both local and transnational relations.    
They can underscore transversal, intercultural and other types of approaches as well 
as network practices, “involved” and cooperative approaches, and a coaching 
process where the beneficiaries are players involved in development.   
 
Responses to the Call for Papers 
Proposed papers are to be submitted online, on the AIFRIS website (aifris.org or 
aifris.eu), and in this manner alone, prior to November 1st.  Answers will be 
communicated by mail as of December 1st.  All papers must be submitted in French.    
 
The AIFRIS seeks proposals from researchers, educators or professionals active in 
the fields of social intervention or education.   
To ensure diverse approaches, you are asked to choose from the three axes as well 
as two forms of communication: report on research or report on innovation in the 
areas of pedagogy or social intervention.   
Evaluation criteria will be in the same order, but materials can differ in terms of field 
data or bibliographies on the one hand, and data resulting from experiments on the 
other.    
To favour access to communication, the permanent scientific committee is prepared 
to help the person or team so wishing, to formalize their paper.  
  
Papers can be presented by a team of no more than 3 persons but, regardless of 
the number of individuals involved, the allotted time is 20 minutes per paper.   
 
No one person can present for than two papers, alone or as part of a team.    
The proposed paper must have no more than 4,000 characters, including spaces, 
and must be integrated within the framework provided for this purpose on the 
website.   It must be accompanied by a bibliography consisting of a maximum of 
2,000 characters.   
This proposal must include an abstract, which, if accepted, will be published as is, 
in the pre-convention document, 500 copies of which will be produced and sent to 
all participants.  No other document will be required prior to the convention.    
All persons wishing to contribute to a paper must first complete the “personal data” 
sheet on the site.  Those already included in the database must provide missing 
information via this sheet.    
AIFRIS is committed to the dissemination of research and innovation in the field of 
social intervention, in the French language.  However, it is not a publisher.  Rather, 



it wishes to favour the development of existing publications in the same field.  
  
Consequently, no hardcopies of papers presented at the convention will be 
produced.   
However, once the event is over, writers agree to supply an article that will be 
posted online, on the AIFRIS site.   
Ideally, no more than 9 months after the end of the convention, most articles will 
be available on the site, either directly accessible or via a link to the publisher’s site.    
Those who, because of a publication agreement with a journal, may find it difficult 
to comply with these requirements, are asked to contact the president of the 
permanent scientific committee, to foster relations between their journal and 
AIFRIS, that would make it possible for everyone to access French-language 
research in the field of social intervention.    


